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AUGMENTIVE BUSINESS 7 SOLUTIONS PVT. LTD.
SALARY
BENCHMARKS

2026 Remote Developer
Salary Benchmark Report

Comprehensive salary data for software developers across experience levels,
locations, and tech stacks. Updated quatrterly.
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73% $95K +12% 47

Remote-first adoption Global median salary YoY growth (2024-26) Countries surveyed

Market Overview

The 2026 remote developer salary landscape shows continued growth across all regions and
experience levels. This report aggregates real compensation data from 4,200+ companies
across North America, Europe, Asia-Pacific, and emerging markets.

Methodology

Data collection methodology for this benchmark:
* Survey conducted February-March 2026 across 47 countries
* Filtered for full-time equivalent roles with confirmed base salary data
* Excluded equity, bonuses, and benefits from base salary calculations
* Exchange rates locked at Q1 2026 rates
* Only roles with 10+ data points included

Key Findings

v Junior developers in India earn $8K-$12K USD (R670K—X1M INR annually)
Senior roles in San Francisco command 3.5x—4x India rates
Node.js and Python/Django maintain premium pricing (+8—12% vs baseline)
Remote-first companies pay 5—-8% less than location-dependent roles

SRS

Contractor rates average 35—-45% higher than W-2 equivalents per hour
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SALARY BY ROLE & EXPERIENCE LEVEL

Role

Frontend
Engineer

Backend
Engineer

Full-Stack
Developer

DevOps
Engineer

Data
Engineer

Mobile
Developer

Junior

$48K-$62K

$52K-$68K

$50K-$65K

$58K-$75K

$55K-$72K

$48K-$63K

Role Definitions

Frontend Engineer

React, Vue, Angular, Svelte specialists. Includes UI/UX component development and
performance optimization.

Backend Engineer

API development, database design, server architecture. Includes microservices and cloud
infrastructure experience.

Full-Stack Developer
Both front and back-end competency. Typically lower rates than specialists due to broader skill

spread.

DevOps Engineer

Infrastructure, CI/CD, containerization, cloud platforms. Premium due to specialized skill and on-
call responsibilities.

Mid-Level

$72K-$95K

$78K-$105K

$75K-$100K

$95K-$130K

$90K-$125K

$70K-$95K

Senior

$110K-$150K

$125K-$165K

$120K-$160K

$150K-$200K

$140K-$190K

$110K-$155K

Lead

$140K-
$190K

$160K—
$220K

$150K-
$210K

$190K-
$280K

$180K-
$260K

$145K-
$200K
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SALARY BY TECHNOLOGY STACK

Technology

React

Vue.js

Angular

Node.js

Python/Django

Java/Spring

Go

Rust

PHP/Laravel

Stack Notes

Junior

$52K-$68K

$48K-$62K

$50K-$66K

$54K-$72K

$55K-$73K

$56K-$74K

$60K-$80K

$62K-$85K

$42K-$55K

Mid-Level

$80K-$105K

$72K-$98K

$78K-$105K

$85K-$115K

$88K-$120K

$90K-$125K

$98K-$135K

$105K-$145K

$62K-$85K

Senior

$130K-$175K

$115K-$160K

$125K-$170K

$140K-$185K

$145K-$190K

$150K-$200K

$160K-$220K

$175K-$240K

$95K-$135K

Lead

$170K-
$240K

$155K—
$220K

$165K-
$235K

$180K-
$260K

$190K-
$270K

$200K-
$285K

$220K-
$310K

$240K-
$340K

$125K-
$180K

Rust and Go command highest salaries due to specialization and infrastructure focus.
PHP/Laravel typically lowest, reflecting larger talent pool and ease of entry.
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INDIA SALARY BENCHMARKS (INR)

Role Junior Mid-Level Senior Lead
Frontend 3420K-3540K ¥700K—X950K 21.1M-X1.5M 21.4M-
Engineer 31.9M
Backend ¥520K-X680K ¥850K-X1.05M %1.25M-%1.65M %1.6M—
Engineer 32.2M
Full-Stack 3480K-X620K Z750K-—=X1M %1.2M-X1.6M %1.5M—
Developer 2.1M
DevOps 3620K—Z800K 31M-%1.35M 1.5M-32M 1.9M—
Engineer 32.8M
Data ¥550K-750K Z900K—X1.25M 21.4M-X1.9M 1.8M—
Engineer 32.6M

All INR figures represent annual salary for India-based contractors, Bangalore rates.
Hyderabad/Pune typically 8-12% lower. Delhi NCR/Mumbai 5-10% higher.
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INDIA METRO COMPARISON (Senior Full-Stack, INR/Year)

City Junior Mid-Level Senior Lead
Bangalore ¥540K—720K ¥820K-X1.1M %1.2M-X1.6M %1.5M-
32.1M
Hyderabad 3480K-X640K I720K-X970K 1.05M-%1.4M 1.3M-
1.8M
Pune I500K—660K Z750K-%1M 21.1M-X1.45M %1.35M—
21.9M
Chennai 2460K-610K ¥680K—920K ¥1M-%1.35M %1.2M-
21.7M
Delhi NCR ¥560K—X750K ¥860K-X1.15M %1.3M-%1.75M %1.6M-
%2.2M
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US vs INDIA COST COMPARISON

Role Level US Annual (USD) India Annual (INR) India Equiv (USD) Sa‘ﬁz’"gs
Junior $55K 460K ($5.5K) $5.5K 90%
Developer
Mid-Level $85K 850K ($10.2K) $10.2K 88%
Developer
Senior $130K 21.2M ($14.4K) $14.4K 89%
Developer
TechLead  $180K 21.5M ($18K) $18K 90%

Cost savings calculations based on Q1 2026 USD/INR exchange rate (1 USD = %83 INR).
Includes total contractor cost (salary + platform fee + overhead).
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CONTRACTOR vs EMPLOYEE RATES (USD/Hour)

Role W-2 Equiv Rate Contractor Rate Premium % Notes
Junior $24-$30/hr $35-%$45/hr +40-50% Contract work, no
Developer benefits
Mid-Level ~ $41-$51/hr $60-$75/hr +40-47% Typical 1,000—
Developer 1,200 billable

hours/yr
Senior $63-$79/hr $95-$125/hr +40-58% Premium for
Developer specialized
expertise
Tech $87-$110/hr $130-$180/hr +40-64% Leadership rates
Lead include arch work

Contractor rates include self-employment tax, health insurance, and lack of PTO. W-2
equivalents calculated from annual salary + 2,080 hours.
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YEAR-OVER-YEAR SALARY GROWTH (2024-2026)

Role Level 2024 Average (USD) 2026 Average (USD)

Junior $48K $55K +$7K +14.6%
Developer

Mid-Level $75K $85K +$10K +13.3%
Developer

Senior $115K $130K +$15K +13.0%
Developer

Tech Lead $160K $180K +$20K +12.5%
DevOps $125K $150K +$25K +20.0%
Engineer

Data $120K $140K +$20K +16.7%
Engineer

Growth driven by talent scarcity in DevOps/Data roles, remote adoption expansion, and inflation
adjustment. Python/Go specialists outpaced industry average growth.
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Salary Negotiation Tips
1. Document your specific tech stack expertise with depth (e.g., "3+ years production React
+ Node.js" not just "full-stack")
Research market rates for your metro and role level using this report
Emphasize timezone overlap and time-zone coverage abilities
Highlight past project outcomes (revenue impact, performance improvements)
Negotiate base salary first; benefits/PTO can be secondary
For contract roles, account for 20-25% buffer for taxes and no benefits
Request equity/stock options as upside for remote roles at startups
Push back if offer is below 10th percentile for your role/level/stack

©® N Ok WD

How to Use This Report

For Employers
» Use tables by role/level to calibrate competitive offers
» Cross-reference tech stack rates to price specialist roles accurately
* India salary data helps budget offshore/nearshore teams
* YoY growth data informs future compensation planning

For Job Seekers
» Identify your role, experience level, and primary tech stack
+ Cross-check US vs India data if considering remote roles
» Use contractor rate tables to calculate hourly equivalents
» Track regional differences if considering relocation

For Recruiters
» Use this data to calibrate placement fees and commission rates
» Reference specific tables when negotiating with candidates
* India salary benchmarks support offshore team recruitment
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Need a Custom Benchmark?
Contact AB7 Solutions for custom salary analysis, compensation strategy, or offshore
recruiting support. Our team has benchmarked 40,000+ developer roles globally.

Data Sources & Caveats
* Primary survey: 4,200+ full-time developer roles (Feb—Mar 2026)
» Secondary data: Levels.fyi, Blind salary database, LinkedIn data
» Geographic variance: Data heavily weighted to US, India, EU metros
» Timeframe: All rates as of Q1 2026; market moves monthly
» Confidentiality: Individual company data removed; aggregated only
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